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brooked no opposition to His will, an implacable tyrant, a venge-
ful despot, the dictator of a totalitarian universe, was quite a
different personage. He was much harder to deal with than the
benevolent God who lived in that little wooden chapel where it
smelled so pleasantly of incense and where the walls were
covered with pictures of the old chieftain himself and his
mighty warriors for the True Faith.

I may, of course, be putting ideas into their minds which
were never there. One can never be quite sure about such
matters which one has not experienced for oneself. But my
opinion seems to be shared by most people with whom I talked
upon this subject, but who, of course, did not belong to the
missionary class.

These sceptics did not take much stock of the stories of whole-
sale conversion of those cheerful heathen which were published
in the missionary annuals. It looked very fine on paper, but how
about the actual facts ? And they would tell me curious yarns
about the hopeless hodgepodge of the old and the new that
filled the souls of these Polynesian Christians.

There was one famous legend, hailing, if I am not mistaken,
from the Tuamotu Islands, familiar to all. On one small island
of that group a well-intentioned priest had diligently tried to
imbue his dark-skinned children with a decent respect for the
holy sacrament of marriage. There must be no more loose
unions between men and women. The couples who wished to
take each other until death should them part must proceed to
the church and must there be united in holy wedlock by a duly
anointed servant of me Christian God.

Thereafter these couples came regularly once a year to be
married. But each time they presented themselves they con-
sisted of a different man or woman. It showed that these
heathen had understood that part of the Holy Man's exhorta-
tions which dealt with die sinfulness of living with a partner
tt> whom one had not been united by due process of canonical
Jaw, but that it should always be the same man or woman whom